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PROJECT SPOTLIGHT

SASKATCHEWAN

In the heart of downtown Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, an urban development 

has taken shape, contributing to the 
pulse of the city and the creative feel 
and youthful energy of the neighbour-
hood. Historic Riversdale, one of Saska-
toon’s oldest and most diverse neigh-
bourhoods, is now home to The Banks 
in Riversdale, which was completed 
in May 2016 and has over 60 per cent 
occupancy already.

The exciting project added four 
new low-rise, mixed-use buildings to 
the landscape—the Riverbend, the 
Edgewater, the Bridge and the Cur-
rent—to create a new work/live/play 
locale for local urbanites. It’s different 
from most new developments in that 
it made room for the new without dis-
placing those who already embraced 
the area and have called it home for 
years.

The Banks is comprised of about a 
dozen ground-level commercial spaces 
with restaurants and boutiques, and 
approximately 130 upper-level residen-
tial properties. The mixed uses of the 
buildings meld to create the perfect 
zone that has everything one might 
need right nearby.

Chris Le Fevre, president and CEO at 
Le Fevre & Company Property Agents, 
says the project was inspired by a walk 
he took one day along the banks of the 
South Saskatchewan River. He noted 
people enjoying the riverbank along 
the bridges and toward the Farmers’ 
Market, but as he turned up toward 
20th Street, the excited vibe was over-
taken by one of change, of an urban 
renewal transition taking place at 20th 
Street. On his walk, Le Fevre happened 
to run into a colleague from Riversdale 
Business Improvement and they got to 
talking about the revival, change and 
regeneration along Riversdale and the 

URBAN LIVING, 
TO THE EXTREME
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“We’ve got bricks, we’ve got hard 
board, we’ve got metal and we’ve got 
wood. There’s a very good comple-
ment of hard-aged materials,” he says.

The development has strong 
architectural features, as well, like the 
large metal fins which proudly rise ver-
tically on the Riverbend to provide a 
profound architectural impact.

“The powder-coated aluminum 
fins provide a visual marker to the 
development and were challenging 
to install due to their height and very 
tight construction tolerances,” says 
Stephane Laroye, who worked on the 
project and was associate, architect 
and urban planner at DIALOG for 20 
years. Laroye is now principal of his 
own firm, Stephane Laroye Architect 
Inc. “Great effort was made by the 
contractor to ensure the mounting 
plates were installed plumb from top 

to bottom but also in their exact radial 
layout.”

The end result is eye-catching and 
impressive, with the fins adding a dra-
matic flair to the development. It took a 
lot of careful planning to meld four sepa-
rate buildings into one cohesive package 
that contributes to the thriving nature of 
the existing surroundings.

“We wanted to create a sense of vital-
ity for the project, connecting it to the 
Farmers’ Market, the surrounding resi-
dential community and the Riversdale 
neighbourhood. Breaking the project 
into four separate buildings allowed for 
the creation of unique lanes and court-
yards, linking surrounding residences, 
Isinger Park, 19th Street West, and the 
front door of the Farmers’ Market,” says 
Joost Bakker, architect and principal at 
architecture and design firm DIALOG.

River Landing area. Le Fevre seized the 
opportunity that lay before him.

“As far as the eye can see, there is 
beauty, excitement and possibility. Sas-
katoon shines,” exclaims Le Fevre. “I saw 
the opportunity to accelerate change 
in the neighbourhood. It was a bold 
move that many would not undertake. 
Twentieth Street got underway with a 
sense of trippy, retail renewal, but the 
thing that was missing, in my mind, 
was the endowment of new, residential 
construction. That’s what the Banks has 
provided to this neighbourhood. But 
Saskatchewan is not an easy environ-
ment to manage building costs in—it 
hasn’t been in quite a few years. This has 
been the toughest project I’ve under-
taken in my career to manage all facets 
of consultants, general contractor and 
budget.”

Beyond financial challenges, Le 
Fevre says there were interesting obsta-
cles to overcome during construction, 
like making the space comfortable and 
inviting during cold winters and hot 
summers, servicing the development, 
dealing with garbage handling, under-
standing the type of retailers that could 
complement the tenants in the Farm-
ers’ Market and retailers in the Riverd-
sale neighbourhood, and figuring out 
how to deal with Saskatoon’s prevail-
ing winds. In particular, Le Fevre had to 
figure out how the winds would move 
not only around the four buildings 
that make up The Banks, but also how 
they would move through the internal 
courtyards, which bring together glass, 
coloured cement board, and concrete 
pavers to create an inviting space.

Le Fevre says what makes the proj-
ect special is that each of the four build-
ings has its own personality driven not 
by its architecture, but by the materials 
used on each structure’s façade. 

FAR LEFT
The Banks is comprised of about a dozen 
ground-level commercial spaces and 
approximately 130 upper-level residential 
properties. Photos: DIALOG
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The Banks under construction.

MAIN
The Banks axonometric rendering.Continued on page 28
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Inspiration for the conceptual 
design came from its close proximity 
to the Farmers’ Market but Bakker says 
the character, scale and colours of the 
residential neighbourhood on Avenue 
C South also significantly influenced the 
design to help make the development a 
progressive and exciting place.

“It was important to try to create 
a new type of urban development in 
the city that would contribute to the 
renewal of the Riversdale area,” says Bak-
ker. “We also wanted to create a sense 
of unity within diversity. Each of the 
four buildings is a different shape, and 
the use of different materials like brick, 
metal and cement board, and diverse 
colours, allowed us to create that sense 
of unity in a playful manner.”

DIALOG worked closely with the 
developer, the city, the Meewasin Valley 
Authority and general contractor Pag-
notta Industries to make that happen.

“Working closely with the devel-
oper early on, the decision was to create 
a building using two levels of concrete 
and three levels of wood,” says Bakker. 
“We worked as an integrated team, pro-
viding architectural, structural, mechan-
ical and interior design services for the 
project, and we worked hard on the 
constructability, cost control and the 
necessary value engineering to keep 
the project as cost-effective as possible.”

A wide range of exterior materi-
als were explored and used in order to 

create a development that incorporated 
a variety of characters to reflect their 
immediate surroundings, like facing the 
existing brick buildings along Avenue B, 
says Laroye.

The brick was installed using an 
advanced steel ledger system that pro-
vided a thermal break and permitted the 
exterior mineral wool insulation to pass 
between the ledger and the exterior air 
and moisture barrier.

“The cementitious cladding (Hardie 
Panel) and the metal clad walls were 
designed as cavity walls (rainscreen) 
using steel Z-girts and continuous min-
eral wool insulation, which is hydropho-
bic,” says Laroye. “The air and moisture 
barrier is self-adhered and is vapour 
permeable.”

The exterior insulation and finishing 
system is comprised of insulated stucco 
walls, which are used to help define the 
curve of the building and to provide a 
warm, well-insulated and air tight over-
coat, adds Laroye.

The unplasticized polyvinyl chloride 
(uPVC) windows were chosen because 
of their durability and resistance to deg-
radation from the strong Saskatchewan 
sun, and the exterior insulated walls and 
self-adhered vapour permeable air and 
moisture membranes provide a warm 
and air-tight interior. 

On the interior, modern archi-
tecture is complemented by incred-
ibly contemporary influences. Whether 

residents prefer light and luminous 
colour schemes or rich and dark pal-
ettes, The Banks in Riversdale has a 
space that will fit their personality. The 
units bring together high-gloss surfaces, 
warm wood accents, and sleek stain-
less steel appliances to tie together the 
creative feel and youthful energy of the 
exterior of the buildings.

The windows used throughout the 
Riverbend, the Edgewater, the Bridge 
and the Current are double-glazed with 
a low-emissivity coating. They are also 
filled with argon and they meet the cur-
rent energy code. Large windows were 
used to maximize access to daylight and 
large open or wind-sheltered balconies 
were used throughout the four struc-
tures to provide variety to the mass of 
the building and opportunities for peo-
ple to enjoy the outdoors while also pro-
viding a peaceful overlook of the mews, 
the park and the river for years to come, 
bringing Le Fevre’s vision for the devel-
opment and surrounding area to life.

“Finishing any project has its own 
gratification. In terms of this project, I 
feel it made a statement and a contri-
bution to the city. I feel it brings people 
back to the core of the city to live, and as 
far as I’m concerned, mission complete,” 
says Le Fevre. “Progressive architecture 
has arrived and I hope others will take 
heart and carry out buildings that have 
got more excitement than many of 
those more typical to the past.”   �  

It took a lot of 
careful planning to 
meld four separate 
buildings into one 
cohesive package 
that contributes to 
the thriving nature 
of the existing 
surroundings.

The view from Sonnenschein Way and Avenue 
B South at the Egg Money sculpture. Photo: 
Russ Heinl
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